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SUB J : BEGIN'S STATEMENT ON SETTLEMENTS TO HERUT CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE 

REF: TEL AVIV 0391 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BEGIN S REMARKS BEFORE THE CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OF THE HERUT PARTY ON JANUARY 8 CONCERNING 

THE QUESTION OF SETTLEMENTS IN SINAI HAS STIMULATED A 

GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST AND CONTROVERSY, ESPECIALLY IN EGYPT. WE 

HAVE NOW BEEN PROVIDED BY THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE WITH AN 

AUTHORITATIVE OFFICIAL TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH OF THESE 

REMARKS, WHICH WERE MADE EXTEMPORANEOUSLY BUT RECORDED. THE TEXT 

OF BEGIN S REMARKS FOLLOWS: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 009704 

BEGIN TEXT: 

I FEEL BOUND TO OPEN MY ADDRESS BY RESPONDING TO TWO PRONOUNCE- 
MENTS THAT WERE HEARD IN RECENT DAYS FROM ACROSS THE BORDER. 
PRESIDENT SADAT ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL NOT TOLERATE THE PRE- 
SENCE OF ISRAELI CIVILIAN SETTLEMENTS FOLLOWING THE SIGNING OF 
A PEACE TREATY BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL. 

FROM THIS ROSTRUM, LET ME SAY WITH ALL DUE RESPECT AND FRIEND- 
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SHIP TO PRESIDENT SADAT, THAT SUCH INFLEXIBILITY AND INTRANSIG- 
ENCE AS EXPRESSED IN THE WORDS "WILL NOT TOLERATE," CANNOT SERVE 
THE PEACE MAKING PROCESS. WE DO NOT EMPLOY EXPRESSIONS OF THIS 
KIND SINCE WE WANT AN AGREEMENT AND THE SIGNING OF A PEACE TREATY. 

I INFORMED SADAT IN ISMAILIYA THAT OUR ARMY IS IN SINAI LEGIT- 
IMATELY BECAUSE THE SIX DAY WAR WAS, IN THE HIGHEST SENSE OF THE 
TERM, A WAR OF LEGITIMATE DEFENCE. 

I HAD ONLY JUST BEGUN TO CITE THE WORDS "THROW THEM INTO," WHEN 
PRESIDENT SADAT IN ISMAILIYA COMPLETED THE PHRASE AND SAID, "THE 
SEA." WE BOTH AGREED THAT IN THE SUMMER OF 1967, BETWEEN MAY 
15 AND JUNE 5 OF THAT YEAR, OUR PEOPLE FACED NOT ONLY THE DANGER 
OF AGGRESSION, NOT ONLY A THREAT TO OUR INDEPENDENCE, BUT ALSO 
THE DANGER OF ANNIHILATION. ON EVERY SIDE THE CALL WAS: "KILL 
THEM, DESTROY THEM, THROW THEM INTO THE SEA." THERE IS, THEREFORE, 

NO VESTIGE OF DOUBT THAT THE SIX DAY WAR WAS A WAR OF NATIONAL 
SELF-DEFENCE. 

IN THE WAKE OF SUCH A WAR THE ARMED FORCES REMAIN IN THE PLACE 
THEY STOOD ON THE DAY OF THE CEASE FIRE, OR AS FIXED BY ANY BIL- 
ATERAL AGREEMENT, AND IT IS ONLY IN A PEACE TREATY THAT THEIR FINAL 
DEPLOYMENT IS DETERMINED. 

I WENT ON AND SAID TO PRESIDENT SADAT IN ISMAILIYA THAT ACCORDING 
TO INTERNATIONAL LAW, WHEN A WAR OF DEFENCE TAKES PLACE THERE 
EXISTS THE RIGHT OF AGREED TERRITORIAL CHANGES IN A PEACE TREATY. 

WE PROPOSED A COMPROMISE ARRANGEMENT, THAT THE ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS 
LOCATED IN THE SINAI BORDERLANDS OR IN THE RAFIAH APPROACHES AND 
ALONG THE GULF OF EILAT, WILL REMAIN IN PLACE AND WILL BE DE- 
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FENDED BY AN ISRAELI DEFENCE FORCE. 

I SAID TO PRESIDENT SADAT: WE RESPECT YOUR PRINCIPLES AND WE 
TRUST THAT YOU WILL RESPECT OURS. AND OUR PRINCIPLE IS, IN THE 
LIGHT OF OUR GENERATION'S EXPERIENCE, NOT TO LEAVE ANY JEWISH 
SETTLEMENT WITHOUT AN ISRAELI DEFENCE FORCE, AND THEY WILL BE 
LINKED TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL'S COURTS AND ADMINISTRATION. THIS IS 
A COMPROMISE PROPOSAL THAT IS FAIR AND IS SUPPORTED BY THE UNITED 
STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS IS OUR PROPOSAL. 

IF THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION REJECTS IT, IT IS FEASIBLE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL WILL THEN DECIDE TO INSTRUCT (ITS DELEGATION) 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GREAT PRINCIPLE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW WHICH 
SAYS: IF ONE PARTY PRESENTS A PROPOSAL PRELIMINARY TO DISCUSSIONS 
ON A PEACE TREATY AND THE OTHER PARTY DOES NOT ACCEPT IT, THEN 
THE FIRST PARTY HAS THE RIGHT TO DECLARE THAT IS PROPOSAL IS NO 
LONGER VALID, A PRIORI, IN WHICH CASE THE ISRAELI DELEGATION 
WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT, IF THE GOVERNMENT SO DECIDES, TO INSIST 
UPON THE DEMAND FOR TERRITORIAL CHANGES IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
BOUNDARIES IN KEEPING WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

PRESIDENT SADAT SAID THAT ISRAEL COULD DISMANTLE OR BURN ITS 
SETTLEMENTS. I WOULD SUGGEST TO HIM, AGAIN WITH RESPECT, THAT 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT AGREE TO LEAVE THE MONOPOLY FOR THE BURNING 
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OF CITIES TO THE ROMAN CAESAR NERO. ISRAELIS DO NOT BURN 
SETTLEMENTS. THEY BUILD AND MAINTAIN THEM. 

WE, THEREFORE, PUT FORWARD OUR FAIR PROPOSAL. AND WE SHALL 
INSIST UPON IT WHEN THE DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN IN THE JOINT 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE AND ALSO, IF THE PROBLEM ARISES, IN THE JOINT 
MILITARY COMMITTEE. IT WILL BEGIN ITS DELIBERATIONS ON WEDNESDAY 
IN CAIRO IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE HEADED BY 
THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND, IN JERUSALEM ON THE FOLLOWING MONDAY, 
IN THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE WHICH, ON OUR SIDE, WILL BE HEADED BY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 

ONE FURTHER SUMMARY REMARK: IN THE KNESSET, IN THE PRESENCE 
OF PRESIDENT SADAT, I DECLARED: IN THE FORTHCOMING NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES THERE MUST NOT BE VANQUISHED AND 
VICTORS. WE SHALL SPEAK TO EACH OTHER AS EQUALS. 
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I REITERATE THIS CALL AND, CLEARLY, THE ATTITUDE OF NO VAN- 
QUISHED AND NO VICTORS CANNOT BUT BE RECIPROCAL. END TEXT. 

2. FOR CAIRO: YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED KEY PARAGRAPH FOR 
TRANSMISSION TO MUBARAK IN REFTEL. SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT YOU 
PROVIDE THIS FULLER TEXT TO MUBARAK AS WELL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
LEWIS UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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